
 
 

 
Munhall Borough Council 
1900 West Street 
Munhall, PA 15120 
 
 

 
April 15, 2013 
 

 
Dear Council Members: 
 
Preservation Pennsylvania supports rescinding the Borough of Munhall Council’s condemnation 
decision from November 21, 2012 for the historic Hays Mansion and hopes that you vote to do so at 
your meeting on April 17, 2013.  This would allow the newly formed The Abraham Hays Foundation, 
Inc. an opportunity to access and improve the property, as well as raise funds to acquire and 
rehabilitate the building. 
 
The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission determined that Hays Mansion is eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, and Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation 
recognizes it as a historically and architecturally significant property.  Recent studies - conducted in 
southwestern Pennsylvania and the Commonwealth as a whole - have proven that historic properties 
are community assets with real economic value.   (For more information, see below).   
  
Preservation Pennsylvania understands your need to alleviate nuisances and safety concerns in 
Munhall, and recognizes that you have not seen satisfactory progress until the Foundation took action 
over the past 30 days.  However, given the historic significance and economic potential of Hays 
Mansion, and the fact that there is a new group comprised mostly of Hays family descendants with a 
strong and active interest in rehabilitating the mansion and surrounding property, we request that you 
rescind your condemnation and work with the current owner and The Abraham Hays Foundation, Inc. 
to outline a plan for improving the property according to a reasonable and realistic timeline.   
 
Preservation Pennsylvania, a statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to helping people to protect 
and preserve the historic places that matter to them, provides free technical assistance to individuals, 
organization and municipalities involved in preservation projects or issues.   I would be happy to work 
with you and The Abraham Hays Foundation, Inc. to identify a course of action that achieves both of 
your goals.  If I may be of any assistance with this project, please let me know.   
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
 
 



 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Erin Hammerstedt 
Field Representative 
ehammerstedt@preservationpa.org 
(814) 517-2444 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Economic Benefits of Historic Preservation Activities in Pennsylvania: 
http://www.preservationpa.org/uploads/economicbenefits/EconBenefitsBaseDocumentLowRes.pdf  
 
The Economic Impact of Historic Preservation in Southwestern Pennsylvania: 
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/economics-of-revitalization/rehabilitation-tax-
credits/additionalresources/Study_201005_ HistPresSouthWest.pdf 

mailto:ehammerstedt@preservationpa.org
http://www.preservationpa.org/uploads/economicbenefits/EconBenefitsBaseDocumentLowRes.pdf
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/economics-of-revitalization/rehabilitation-tax-credits/additionalresources/Study_201005_%20HistPresSouthWest.pdf
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/economics-of-revitalization/rehabilitation-tax-credits/additionalresources/Study_201005_%20HistPresSouthWest.pdf

